NLTSG Members Update

Dear All,

Spring is finally springing into action, as the sunny outdoor photographs
taken at the March 2017 Living Proof weekend at Shallowford House are
testament.

For those that attended, the March weekend followed a similar format to
those that have gone before, but with a few tweaks, twists and turns to
keep us on our toes...including the return of the Full English breakfast!
We had five new associate members join us for the weekend,
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Funds and fundraising

The big fundraising news of the weekend was Nikkie Morris’ update on
the fundraising event she had organised with the Telford Tigers Ice
Hockey team. Nikkie had arranged for the team to wear a specially
designed NLTSG Team Shirt for their game versus the Hull Pirates Ice
Hockey Club. See here for the Tigers story and shirt design:
http://www.tigershockeyuk.com/2017/03/tigers-to-look-smart-against-
pirates/. The event with associated sponsorship and shirt auction raised
over £2,300. Our thanks and credit to Nikkie for seeing and taking this
amazing opportunity to raise funds for NLTSG.

If any other NLTSG members want to organise their own fundraising
events, please email@nltsg.org.uk with your proposal and we will do our
best to support you.

Carl organised our Living Proof Raffle at the March weekend. This event
proves to be a highlight of the weekend, and is a great opportunity for
everyone in attendance to get involved and raise some money for



NLTSG. Please remember to bring a raffle prize along if you are
attending a weekend, or if you are not attending a weekend but would
like to donate a prize then please email@nltsg.org.uk and we’ll provide
you with an address to send your raffle prize.

Coming up on the August Bank Holiday weekend, the next big fundraiser
will be a three-day Drag & Cabaret Extravaganza hosted at the Halfway

to Heaven pub on Duncannon Street just off Trafalgar Square, London.
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The Halfway to Heaven has dedicated the whole Bank Holiday
weekend'’s fundraising opportunity to NLTSG.

The Drag & Cabaret acts confirmed so far are: Lola Lasagne for the
evening of Friday 25" August; Mary Mac, Mrs Moore and Kelly Wilde for
the afternoon and evening of Saturday 26" and; Miss Jason and Sandra
on Sunday 27" August.

Those of you who can kindly volunteer to come and help me fundraise
over the weekend can then have a Monday free for yourselves! In all
seriousness, if any of you are free to come and help promote NLTSG
and perhaps wear a T-shirt, or just to enjoy and support the acts over
the weekend we’'d love to see you.

We also have a number of collection tins available for members to take
possession of. If you have a local shop, bar, pub or other establishment
that would be willing to have an NLTSG collection tin on their counter,
please email@nltsg.org.uk and we’ll arrange for a collection tin to be




sent to you. Please note that we do not have a licence for collection tins
to be ‘rattled’ on the street.

In the meantime, if you, friends or family are able to make a donation to
our Charity, click here and if you are eligible please Gift Aid your
donation.

On other fundraising news, we are still waiting to hear if several major
funding streams are going to come through. We have funds to keep
NLTSG going until March 2018, but we need to keep the money coming
in at about the same rate as it is spent on our Living Proof weekends
and other supporting activities.

As the fundraising horizon is looking uncertain due to financial cutbacks
across the charitable sector, the Board has taken the difficult decision to
suspend the Living Proof weekend Inclusion Fund for the time-being.
On-going review of the suspension of the fund will be a standing agenda
item for all future Board meetings. We hope to reintroduce access to the
Inclusion Fund as soon as our finances become more secure.

Logo competition and brand

We had a competition to design a new logo for NLTSG. The primary
reason for the need for a new logo design is that modern social media
normally have square placeholders for an organisation’s logo. Whilst our
rectangular NLTSG banner logo has served the Charity proudly for many
years, its integrity was being damaged by this modern, square-shaped
requirement. The competition closed at the end of February 2017 with a
total of seven entries; each of which had different attributes, identities
and visions.

The eligible members of the Board unanimously chose the winning logo:
It is a modern, clear and distinctive logo that can be used in a variety of
ways, on different social media platforms and other documentation. It
also carries forward the significant legacy of the previous alpha-numeric
logo so that our ‘brand’ is still easily recognisable.



The winner of the competition has asked for anonymity, and has kindly
donated the competition prize back to NLTSG. Our congratulations and
thanks to the winning entry and all the other competition entrants.

Here’s our new logo...
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Living Proof and Recently Diagnosed weekends

As mentioned earlier we currently have funds to keep NLTSG going until
March 2018. The next Living Proof weekend on Friday 7" to Sunday 9™
July 2017 will be a combined Living Proof & Recently Diagnosed
weekend — that is, a weekend for NLTSG members and those people
who have attended a Recently Diagnosed weekend with NLTSG to
come together for a ‘reunion’ weekend.

Additional dates for your diary:

7 -9 July 2017
Living Proof weekend
Bookings open 26 May 2017

22 - 24 September 2017
Living Proof weekend
Bookings open 11 August 2017



3 - 5 November 2017

Recently Diagnosed weekend

Bookings open 22 September 2017
http://www.nltsq.org.uk/recently-diagnosed-weekends.html

8 - 10 December 2017
Living Proof weekend
Bookings open 27 October 2017

16 - 18 March 2018
Living Proof weekend
Bookings open 2 February 2018

More dates are available on the NLTSG website under the Calendar of
Events section. Please note that the dates that were previously listed for
Living Proof weekends in July 2018 & 2019 have now been moved
forward to June 2018 & 2019 respectively.

Publications

We have had an A5 (grey) pamphlet of information that has been
available for the last three years for members to take away and
distribute at appropriate venues. This supply of pamphlet has been
exhausted and so we are looking to have a new and updated pamphlet
reproduced using our new logo and refreshing the content. We hope to
have the new one available for you to take away and share our work in
the near future.

In addition, we are exploring the possibility of producing a business card-
style NLTSG contact card. Experience from some of our members has
found that some people living with HIV are quite happy to take a
business card with contact information to slip into a bag or pocket
discreetly. We will produce a limited print-run and with your help, test the
response.



Staffing

Changes to the Board of Trustees in September will see Gary Burns
stepping down as Treasurer, and Maurice Greenham stepping down as
Secretary of the Board of Trustees of NLTSG.

Marc Searle has stepped forward to take the role of Secretary.

Two members have been co-opted onto the Board to begin to pick-up
and carry various roles:

Graham Paterson as Treasurer

Andrew Whibley as a trustee without portfolio; although for the time
being | will be taking care of Member Liaison, Fundraising, Policy
Review

At the March Living Proof weekend, two other members agreed to step
forward to be co-opted onto the Board of Trustees of NLTSG. It is my
great pleasure to announce that Nikkie Morris and Bernie Rushton have
agreed to join the Board in an advisory capacity.

Thanks everyone. If you'd like anything included in the next Members
Update, please let us know.




